The European Movement since WWII
    (and the Role of the EM in Western Europe)

Thank you very much for inviting me here to speak to you today about the role of the European Movement in Western Europe since its beginnings after World War II.
It gives me great pleasure to know that it is considered that one of the originators of the European Movement was Winston Churchill from my own country of Britain, especially as today so many British people do not value the European Union and there is a sense in many countries around the world of wanting to retreat into nationalism under the present global difficulties.
The Beginnings
Throughout history there have been many attempts to unite Europe by force, resulting in empires and occupation. After World War I an Austrian named Count Coudenhove-Kalergi advocated a different kind of Europe, one united by a confederation. (Although he did want Vienna as its capital.) This could be seen as the beginning of the movement towards the European Union although democracy was not considered by the heads of state that became involved in the project.  

Later on, after the Second World War when much of Europe was in ruins and the death toll was high, Churchill called for a "sort of United States of Europe" although he and others had thought about this for many years before, saying that the only way to end all the wars in Europe was to be united. Churchill gave a famous speech on the subject in 1946 in Zurich, Switzerland where he inspired thoughts of supra-nationalism as well as inter-governmental cooperation. At the same time a conference of federal groups took place in Hertenstein, Switzerland which set out the basic principles for a European Community based on federal lines as “a necessary and essential contribution to world union.” 

These principles included the merging of part of the members’ sovereign rights with the federation, being open to all peoples that consider themselves to be European, and a declaration of civil rights based on respect and responsibility.  
This Hertenstein Programme also stated that “The European Union … renounces any form of power politics [and] refuses to be an instrument in the service of any foreign power.”       
Two years later the Congress of Europe was organised in The Hague by “The International Committee of the Movements for European Unity” comprising of several federal organisations. It took place between the 7th and 10th May 1948 and was attended by over 750 people (mostly men) from all over Europe. The attendees included ministers, members of parliament, church representatives, trade unionists, academics and women’s and youth organisations. 
On the 9th May, during the Congress, a mass meeting was held in the main square in Amsterdam with around 40,000 people.

All three resolutions were adopted. These were 1. political, 2. economic and social, and 3. cultural. The economic resolutions included the objectives of free trade, free movement and the eventual unification of currencies.
From this Congress came the Council of Europe, the Court of Human Rights and the European Movement. 
The European Movement
The Federal Union and other federal organizations which had arisen or strengthened after the war joined together to form the European Movement. Other organizations such as political parties, trade unions, pressure groups, educational and business organizations also became involved. They all wanted to make the idea of a united Europe popular although they differed in their opinions of what a united Europe should be like. Was it to be a United States of Europe like the United States of America or was it just to be a collection of agreements between states or was there another way, a supra-national way that embodied human rights, civil society and democracy?
At the birth of the movement at the first Congress of Europe in the Hague, notable people from all over Europe came together to discuss the pooling of a certain amount of sovereignty in order to work together for the benefit of all. Europe had changed from a place where countries wanted to fight and conquer their neighbours to a place where they wanted to share sovereignty and trade with each other and above all to avoid more devastating wars.
The official birth of the movement took place in London in May 1949 with two presidents being elected, Duncan Sandys and Leon Jouhaux. A European Assembly, a Committee of Ministers and a Court of Human Rights were advocated. These 3 organizations became the Council of Europe. 
Then on 9th May 1950, the Schuman declaration began the European Coal and Steel Community with just 6 members. 
The Treaty of Rome initiated the European Economic Community in 1957. This entered into force 50 years ago in 1958. This European Community was mostly about economics as the name suggests and it encouraged many more members. 
Meanwhile, the European Movement continued to work for political progress. Its working groups and affiliated organizations developed many initiatives related to the development of Europe, publishing influential documents on how to improve democracy and European institutions.

Then in 1993 the Treaty of European Union signed in Maastricht entered into force.

Permanent Forum of Civil Society

The European Movement has always regarded citizenship as being one of the most important aspects of the European project and EM UK members have played a strong role in initiating this debate. 

In 1995 The Permanent Forum of Civil Society was set up to try to bridge the gap between the European institutions and the people of Europe, promoting a genuine democracy in Europe. 
A Citizens Charter was produced which pushed for the EU’s Charter of Fundamental Rights. 
Looking towards the Future

In 1998, 50 years after the first Congress, a Congress in the Hague looked towards the future of Europe, politically, socially and culturally. A European model of society that protects against selfishness was put forward as well as the EU’s Common Foreign and Security Policy and a new phase showing the Union’s federal nature. It was a view of Europe as a multi-cultural force for peace and tolerance.

In 1999 the Forum of Civil Society produced Manifesto Europe 2002 saying that, by this year, Europe should be united through public authorities, market forces and civil society. It emphasised the need for continued enlargement, for fundamental human rights, for a constitution, and in particular a partnership between the people and the institutions of Europe.
Where are we Today?
The EU now has 27 members and has reunited much of Western and Eastern Europe.
The Council of Europe has 47 member states including Armenia.

Unfortunately, whilst there have been no wars between EU member states there have been armed conflicts between Council of Europe member states some long standing ones but also the recent conflict between Georgia and Russia. Recently, the Council of Europe’s Human Rights Court has been bombarded with complaints from both states as well as from South Ossetia. This is a massive problem for the Council of Europe because when states sign up to the council, they undertake legally binding obligations to resolve differences by peaceful means.  
The European Movement has over 40 national councils including Armenia.

Today the European Movement is open to all political, economic, social and cultural trends in civil society. It works towards bringing together representatives from European associations, political parties, enterprises, trade unions and individual lobbyists. 

The EM works as a study and information group, and also as a pressure group. All the European institutions have been influenced by the EM. It has the ability to spread information across the whole of Europe. 

Leaders like Jean Monnet, the French founding father of the European Union, looked into the future and what could be, rather than just thinking about present difficulties. They felt that the best form of defence was to have friendly neighbours. 
The European project was always about more than Europe. It was about setting a model for the rest of the world and promoting peace and harmony in a non-aggressive, non-hegemonic way in the hope that there could be a more effective and democratic United Nations which is not dominated by superpowers.

I’d like to think that members of the European Movement both those within the EU and those who are neighbours of the EU within the Council of Europe still share the same philosophy. I wish the European Movement of Armenia every success. 
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